
Our Lady of the Lake 
commemorates 10th 
anniversary of athletics

Our Lady of  the Lake 
University’s (OLLU) com-
memorated the 10th anni-
versary of  its membership 
in the National Associa-
tion of  Intercollegiate Ath-
letics (NAIA) this 
2016-2017 season. 
A yearlong of  
celebration 
officially began 
on Sept. 19. 

The Saints 
began their 
foray into 
competitive 
intercollegiate 
athletics in the 
fall of  2007 with men’s 
soccer and women’s vol-
leyball. 

In 2008, OLLU added 
women’s soccer, tennis 
and golf, and in 2009, the 
University added basket-
ball, cross-country and 
softball. Two years ago, 
OLLU added baseball and 
track and field, the univer-
sity now has 13 intercolle-
giate teams.

OLLU has had much 
success since 2007. Men’s 

basketball has won three 
Red River Athletic Confer-
ence (RRAC) season titles. 
Women’s Basketball has 
won four season tiles and 
two tournament titles. 
Men’s cross-country has 
won one conference title, 
while women’s cross-
country has won two. The 

men’s golf  team has 
won two conference 

tournament titles. 
Men’s soccer has 
won one regular 
season and one 
tournament title. 

Women’s soc-
cer has won 
three regular 

season and three 
tournament titles. 

Tennis has won one tour-
nament title. Volleyball 
has won one regular sea-
son and one tournament 
title. 

That is a total of  15 
regular season titles and 
10 conference tournament 
titles. In addition, the 
Saints have sent 20 teams 
to NAIA national tourna-
ments, and 15 individual 
student-athletes have 
qualified for national com-
petition. 
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Are you or someone you know Divorced, Widowed, or Separated 
and hurting? The October 21‐23, 2016 Beginning Experience 
Weekend Retreat will help you deal with the grief 
process.  It offers an opportunity for turning the pain 
of loss into a growth experience.  People in any 
stage of life, male or female, can experience this 
loss and benefit from  the retreat.  For more 
information on how we can help, visit 
http://www.sanantoniobe.org/, 
call 210‐478‐0690, or e‐mail  sanantoniobe@yahoo.com.
Beginning Experience of San Antonio is a chapter of the Beginning 
Experience international ministry.
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Catholic Charities of 
San Antonio, Inc. hosts 
Employment and Career 
Resource Fair Sept. 9

Catholic Charities hosted 
the second annual Employ-
ment and Career Resource 
Fair to help connect indi-
viduals seeking employ-
ment or career resources 
to the perfect occupational 
fit. Through established 
relationships with many 
organizations in the San 
Antonio community, the 
event brought together 20 
different companies and job 
referral agencies. The event 
was held at the Catholic 
Charities Guadalupe Com-

munity Center on Sept. 9.
The event was open to 

the general public and 
featured many different 
opportunities for people of  
all backgrounds to interact 
with employers. At times 
clients are served from 
the 40 different programs 
offered, identify the needs 
for jobs and career op-
portunities. Based on this 
need, Catholic Charities 
seeks to provide opportuni-
ties for the community to 
discover the job opportuni-
ties and make them easily 
accessible. The event con-
nected employment-seeking 
individuals with jobs and 
career resources. 

When Archbishop Gus-
tavo García-Siller, MSpS, be-
gan his homily during the 
Mass for the 2016 Catholic 
Women’s Conference, he ad-
mitted all the women facing 
him were a bit intimidat-
ing. He told them, “There 
are so many of  you!” 

In reality, there were more 
than 2,000 women celebrat-
ing Mass at the Pilgrim 
Center of  Hope’s 15th 
annual Catholic Women’s 
Conference that Saturday 
morning. Women who at-
tended came from all states 
of  life: married, single, 
widowed, religious and 
spanned all ages. Most were 
Catholic and from the Arch-
diocese of  San Antonio, but 
many others were there as 
well, including women from 
throughout Texas and the 
United States.

They left their many re-
sponsibilities for a day and 
a half  to come together as 
women of  faith. They came 
to hear presentations by 
nationally known speakers 
on the dignity and vocation 
of  womanhood so they may 
grow in faith and discover 
tools that help them live 
and share their faith. They 
came to shop for items 
and ideas and they came 
to pray as a unified force 
celebrating Mass, offering 
the rosary and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet together. 
They came to sing and to 
enjoy the fellowship of  

other women. But mostly, 
they came in response to 
an invitation. They came 
because our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, invited them to 
“Come to Me.”

Mary Jane Fox, 
co-director of  
the Pilgrim 
Center of  
Hope and 
founder of  
the Catholic 
Women’s Con-
ference, says 
the conference 
was planned 
to provide 
many opportu-
nities to encounter Christ. 
“We provide the sacrament 
of  reconciliation, celebra-
tion of  Mass and a beautiful 
benediction and healing 
service in which our Lord, 
present in the Eucharist, 
comes into the conference 
room for women to worship 
and offer him their hearts 
for healing and Adora-
tion. It is a powerful two 
days and the women look 
forward to what we have 
come to call a “Spa for the 
Soul;” a place where women 
can find respite and rest in 
God.”

Araceli Faz, who traveled 
to San Antonio with a large 
number of  women from Del 
Rio said, “This conference 
always has a positive and 
powerful impact on my rela-
tionship with God. Every 
time I attend, I go away 

with another “weapon” in 
my arsenal. I grow from 
what I learn. It’s God’s way 

of  pointing me in the 
direction he wants 

me to continue.”
Archbishop 

Gustavo had a 
special message 
for the women. 
During his hom-
ily, he frequently 
urged them 
to use their 
feminine genius; 
their unique dig-
nity as women 
of  God to wit-
ness to the world 

the beauty of  being women 
of  faith by asking them, 
“Who are you?” To which 
they joyfully responded, 
“Women of  faith! Mujeres 
de fe!” 

One attendee was espe-
cially moved by the arch-
bishop saying, “It was an 
amazing conference, the 
speakers were outstanding 
and their messages were 
clear and easy to under-
stand. They got the message 
across. Archbishop Gustavo 
was just what we needed to 
get motivated and prepare 
ourselves for the wonderful 
conference.”

Next year’s conference 
will be held July 28-29, 2017 
at St. Mary’s University and 
the Pilgrim Center of  Hope 
is anticipating that even 
more women will respond. 
“We are hopeful now that 
we will be at St. Mary’s Uni-
versity and will be hosting 
the conference on the last 
weekend of  July each year 
from now on, women will 
make plans to attend the 
beautiful weekend planned 
especially for them,” says 
Mary Jane Fox. For more 
information, call (210) 521-
3377 or visit www.Pilgrim-
CenterofHope.org.

OLLU ranked among top 80 universities in the 
Western United States in best colleges ranking

Our Lady of  the Lake University (OLLU) has been 
ranked among the top 80 universities in the Western 
United States by U.S. News and World Report. OLLU is 
number 76 among Regional Universities — West accord-
ing to the 2017 Best Colleges rankings released Sept. 12.

Among area private universities, OLLU students 
graduate with the least amount of  average debt accord-
ing to the rankings. In addition, OLLU is number 38 in 
the west for providing need-based aid to students. 

In keeping with its goal of  providing a personalized 
education and one-on-one attention, OLLU is ranked as 
the local university offering the highest percentage of  
classes with less than 20 students. OLLU alumni appre-
ciate the student-centered education they receive and 
give back to the university at a rate of  14 percent.

OLLU is tops among local universities and number 10 
in the west for economic diversity, and number 33 in the 
west for campus ethnic diversity.
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